WEST VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE

2026 REGULAR SESSION

Introduced

Senate Bill 216

By Senator Hart

[Introduced January 14, 2025; referred

to the Select Committee on School Choice]
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Intr SB 216 2026R2066

A BILL to amend and reenact §18-28-2 and §18-28-3 of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as
amended, relating to education; clarifying attendance, health, and safety regulations; and
creating the Restoring Private Schools Act of 2026.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:

ARTICLE 28. PRIVATE, PAROCHIAL OR CHURCH SCHOOLS, OR SCHOOLS OF A
RELIGIOUS ORDER.

§18-28-2. Attendance; health and safety regulations.

{e) (a) Each school is subject to reasonable fire, health, and safety inspections by state,

county, and municipal authorities as required by law, and is required to comply with the West
Virginia school bus safety regulations; and

6 (b) Each school shall establish, file, and update a school specific crisis response plan
which complies with the requirements established for it by the state board and the Division of

Homeland Security and Emergency Management pursuant to §18-9F-9 of this code.
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§18-28-3. Standardized-testing-requirements Freedom of private, parochial, or church

schools

to

determine

standards.
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(a) As autonomous entities free of governmental oversight of instruction, private, parochial,

or church, schools may implement such measures for instruction and assessment of pupils as

leadership of such schools may deem appropriate.

(b) This act shall be known and cited as the "Restoring Private Schools Act of 2026."

NOTE: The purpose of this bill is to create the Restoring Private Schools Act of 2026.

Strike-throughs indicate language that would be stricken from a heading or the present law
and underscoring indicates new language that would be added.



